Statewide Lights On Afterschool! Rally  

Links after school participants, administrators, state and national after school officials
COLUMBIA, South Carolina (October 19, 2005) – The South Carolina Afterschool Alliance, in collaboration with the South Carolina Chamber of Commerce and Richland School District One, hosted its third annual Lights On Afterschool! rally on Wednesday.
 
The rally brought hundreds of children to our states capital to pay recognition to the importance of after school programs. Lights On Afterschool! is a way to build public awareness of the importance of quality after school programs and highlight three significant contributions to South Carolina. These include: keeping kids safe and healthy, helping them learn and relieving working parents of worries about their children’s activities during the afternoon hours. 
 
The Lights On Afterschool! rally featured fitness activities by the Benedict College Football Team and City Year Columbia, as well as, a program honoring “Champions of Afterschool,”. This year’s honorees were: Staples, Inc., South Carolina Legislative Black Caucus, Sisters of Charity Foundation of South Carolina, South Carolina Department of Juvenile Justice, South Carolina Education Oversight Committee, South Carolina State Department of Education and the South Carolina Department of Social Services. In addition to the honorees, Kaileh Wooten, a seventh grade Alcorn Middle School after school participant, shared her positive experiences. 
  
Lights On Afterschool! is the only national rally for quality after school programs. The following after school programs participated in this year’s event: About Face, Alcorn Middle School, EdVenture, Gibbes Middle School, CAP and Communities in Schools-Lee County, Northminister ECDC and W.A. Perry Middle School. 
 
The SC Afterschool Alliance functions as an intermediary to review existing statewide funding, policies, and to link after school providers large and small, to resources, technical assistance and training opportunities. The overall goal of the SC Afterschool Alliance is to establish a statewide network of diverse stakeholders to, support and enable quality after school services and policies for all children and youth. 
 
Lights On Afterschool! was launched in October 2000 and is a project of the Afterschool Alliance, a nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring that all children have access to quality, affordable after school programs by 2010. More information on Lights On Afterschool! is available at www.afterschoolalliance.org.
